Experience your own

Pergo-Love

Outdoor living space that lets you feel
close to nature – comfortably and
affordably - is the best of both worlds
which explains why pergolas and patio
covers are more popular than ever.
Whether you want to create an open, airy
space in place of a sunroom or screened
porch, or in addition to it, there are a
number of options available.

1.

PERGOLAS: A SHORT HISTORY

At that time, these ornate structures were built to provide
comfort for royalty as they passed from one building to the

Pergolas, also called arbors, are far from a new concept. The
first references to pergolas came from Italy in 1645.

next. Later, in the 19th and 20th centuries, the well-to-do
built pergolas and arbors from the finest wood, handsome
brick or stone pillars.

2.

BACKYARD DESIGN – PERFECT FOR
DEFINING YOUR SPACE
But, forget royalty and the royally rich - modern
pergolas and patio covers are now affordable for
everyone and tend to be streamlined, sleek and
simple. Homeowners who install these features
reap a number of benefits. These simple
backyard elements usually take only a couple of
days to build.
A patio cover or a pergola may be just the
structure you need to define the space to reflect
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your style, personality and provide some shade
from the summer sun.
What outdoor spaces benefit from these
designs? Almost any home really. Some yards
are blank slates with no defined outdoor living
areas. Or it could be a home with no mature
trees. Perhaps there is already a sliding door
leading to a cement pad or a basic builder deck.
Other homes have some basic features that
could be used as a foundation to create an
attractive, functional space.

3.
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4.

ROOMS WITHOUT WALLS

Although the styles, materials, and names may have changed
over the centuries, the purpose has remained the same – to
provide a functional and elegant space that adds comfort,
shade and a home for various hanging plants and vines.
While a patio cover must be attached to a home or
other permanent structure, pergolas can be attached or
freestanding. All can be wired for electricity to provide easy
lighting options, electrical outlets and ceiling fans.
Of course, rooms without walls won’t be as protective as a
full-fledged sunroom or screened porch, but patio covers
and pergolas can still provide protection from the elements,
particularly water and sun damage. Since replacing quality
patio furniture can sometimes cost nearly as much as indoor
furniture, extending the life of these expensive items is usually
worth the investment. Retractable shades and screens make
these spaces even more versatile, providing architectural
interest, additional shade and privacy.
Uses for pergolas include:
• Decorative entry or walkway
• Outdoor dining
• Conversation nook
• Yoga or serenity space
• Poolside or hot tub accommodation

5.

STANDARD & MOTORIZED
PERGOLAS
Standard pergolas were originally made of wood
and stone with fixed louvers that regulated the
amount of sunshine based on the position of the sun.
Today’s pergolas are usually built with wood, vinyl,
fiberglass, or extruded aluminum. More recently,
operable pergolas with motorized louvers controlled
by a remote control have become popular. With an
operable pergola, the “roof” can be adjusted to let in
a little sun, a lot of sun or closed up entirely to form a
solid barrier against the elements.

PATIO COVERS
If you are looking for more shade with a complete roof, a patio
cover (sometimes called a pavilion) may be your best option.
Patio covers provide a practical outdoor space for dining and
casual gatherings or perhaps a place to park an extra vehicle
or bike. With a fully engineered roof and solid foundation,
these structures will provide consistent shade while protecting
the area from rain. It also provides more privacy than an open
deck or pergola.

HYBRID PERGOLA / PATIO COVER
In a sense, both patio covers and pergolas are patio covers.
It’s really just a matter of how much cover you are getting
from each. As home owners maximize their outdoor space,
they are getting more creative than ever, often combining
features from each. We’ve had several customers request an
attached patio cover with a predominantly solid roof but with
adjustable louvers around the edge for better sun control or as
a place for hanging plants or climbing vines.
6.

CASE STUDY
MAKING HER HOME HER OWN
The affordability and design options offered by
pergolas and patio covers led one of our customers
to add both, a patio cover and pergola, creating
an elegant solution for her backyard oasis. When
this homeowner moved into her new house, she
started with that basic 10X12 wood deck and soon
discovered it was too small, often too hot, too
boring and the yearly maintenance too much for
her tastes.
Her solution was to “reface” the deck, replacing
her existing deck boards with low maintenance
vinyl and adding new railings with steps leading to
her backyard. Over the top of the deck, she added
a patio cover with louvered edges that added
versatility and architectural interest. This became
her primary area for outdoor dining and relaxing.
But she wasn’t done yet.
In the area below her deck, she added a patio area
with an operable pergola, turning what had been
basically dead space in the yard into an inviting
conversational nook for guests and a sunny home
for her outdoor plants. The practical solution with
its clean lines and inviting amenities turned her
plain backyard into something special.
7.

A TOUCH OF TUSCAN IN IOWA
Another client of ours chose to create
a relaxing poolside pergola area with
some Tuscany flair. Stylish and practical,
the operable pergola blends into this
beautiful home and property perfectly.
The inviting pergola added much needed
shade options, seating and a great place
for guests to chill out.

8.

ACCESSORIES WE LOVE
There are several ways to dress up your
patio area. Retractable shades, both remote
controlled and manual, add a level of comfort
and style to any outdoor living area. The
shades must be attached to a pergola or patio
cover and you can install as many shades as
you like to create a space that is as open or
private as you’d like. Sold separately, these
shades are available in a variety of materials
and styles.
Many homeowners also like to add ceiling fans
to deter mosquitos and provide some lighting
as well. When it comes to furnishings, the
options are nearly endless. Just go to Houzz
and Pinterest and you’ll find thousands of
design and decorating ideas

9.

Cost Comparison
The costs listed below are offered simply to give you a
range of what the average homeowner may pay for a
pergola or patio cover. If you are serious about starting
a pergola or patio cover project, always get an on-site
estimate from a reputable contractor before you begin
your project.

Patio Cover - $4,000 - $6,000
Standard Pergola – $5,000 - $8,000
Operable Pergola - $8,000 - $12,000
These estimates are based on an average sized structure
made of extruded aluminum. Accessories, including
retractable shades, ceiling fans, and exterior lighting, are
added costs and not included in the price ranges above.
Considering that the cost of building a complete
sunroom can range from $30,000 to $60,000, it is easy
to see why pergolas and patio covers are a popular
home addition. If you aren’t ready for that investment,
adding a pergola or patio cover is a great way to add

There is one thing to keep in mind if you do want to build a sunroom or

style and versatility to your backyard without breaking

screened porch eventually. Once you have a patio cover in place, you can

the bank.

complete the sunroom by adding walls over time as your budget allows.

10.

A NOTE ABOUT MATERIALS

We recommend using an all-weather material
like extruded aluminum, rather than wood,
plastic or vinyl. Designed with Midwest in
mind, extruded aluminum is exceptionally
durable, protecting your investment from
the ravages of time and weather with very
little maintenance required. Since it is
electrostatically painted it will not peel, crack,
chip or fade. In addition, its wind load exceeds
160 mph and it has a snow load capacity of 40
lbs. per square foot.

11.

FINAL THOUGHTS
It’s obvious that the demand for
integrating indoor and outdoor living
will continue to grow as homeowners
become aware of the style, comfort and
practicality of extending interior spaces to
their outdoor living areas.
If you decide to add a structure like a
pergola or patio cover, be sure to hire a
licensed and insured contractor to handle
the project. A new pergola or patio cover
will add beauty and increase the value of
your home but only if it is done right.
You’ll avoid many problems by sticking
with a local contractor who knows the
building codes and can provide you with
professional design advice and installation,
as well as local references and examples
of their work. Be sure to ask if your
contractor includes a warranty on labor as
well as materials.

12.

Contact Us
(319) 378-1221
www.HomeTownRestyling.com
1205 North Center Point Rd.
Hiawatha, IA 52233

We hope you found this guide helpful. Enjoy
your beautiful new outdoor living space!

13.

